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In 1949, the first Bulgarian fores: cableway was ccnetructed in Dulgl Del,
Mikhaylovgrad Okoliys. The resul+s obtainasd were cxcellent. Consequently, the
construction of otner catleways war Tegirn. During the same yeer, four more
cableways were constructed inciher parts af the gountry. In 1950, six other
cableva)s vere ipstalled, and during tae current year, as recently as the last
2 months, ten more cgbleways were instaiied. These will be put into operation
Very soon.

The forest cableways are of rhe 'Visen” type and are made of a conveyor cable
attached firmly to high polesand lscge mrese. A *rolley slides along & cable line.
It is holbted to the line by & :45l- operaved bty a 17-horsepover gasoline : engine,
The trolley can be lowered to the ground with 3 load <f 88 much a8 1.5 cublc meters
of lumber without the use of the engine,

In 1949, 6,208 cubic metera of lumbsr vere transported by cableways; in 1950
26,000 cubic meters; and during the first 7 mrrins of 1951, 2k,067 cublic meters.
The lumber transported on these cableways in 1550 required 7,000 workdays; vhereas,
bad such transportation been perfermed by acr:e drawn or cx-dravn carts, 18,000
workdays would have been requiced.

In the past the co=t of tranaportiing ~re -ubic meter of lumber fram the
Belasitisa Mountains was 8060 leva, while st prusent, by ceblewsy, the cost 1s
only 300 leva,

The forest cableways wake pcssitle the tLransportation of lumber from almost
inecceseible places in the Rila Mountains, the Pelasitsa Mountains, «ad the central
part of the Stara Planina where, until! the present, exploitation of forests had not
been possible. The transportaticn of lumber by ¢srts lowers its quality 50 to RO
percent because of breakage, splitticg, cracking, and damage éaused by rocks. In
addition, & large part of the trees felled st these inaccessible places were left
to rot in the past decause 1t was impaszibie to trail thew out of the forests.

The most important advantage of forest cableways 1s that lumber can be trans-
ported at any time of the year. Tue work is no longer seasonal, and a constant
flow of lumber from the forests 1§ assured.
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